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at once try to enlist the interest of the women of the community who 
had given evidence of leadership. If, a few years ago, anyone had 
told us that the women of New York State in 1921 would have the 
voting power, I do not believe that we would have for one moment 
accepted it. The work that the women in New York State accom- 
plished is definite evidence of ability, acumen and leadership and we 
should corral this power for our great cause. 

I believe that if we could secure their interest and assistance, we 
would be astonished at what could be achieved, and in the near, not 
the remote future, for ours is preeminently a woman's problem. Our 
men, many of them, have already all the burden they can carry, but 
there are, I am sure, many hundreds of women who could give time 
and effective thought to our problems, and through them we should 
find our answer. 

R. H. Tawney, author of "The Acquisitive Society," has said 
that if the energy devoted to the protection of private property were 
expended on the abolishment of prevalent diseases, every town in 
England could not only be healthy, but beautiful. And some years 
ago, Tolstoi, asking What is Art, wrote as follows : 

If even a tenth of the force which is now spent on questions of pure curiosity 
and practical application were expended on true science, which perfects human 
life, then more than half of the sick would not have the illnesses which in a very 
small minority of cases are cured in the clinics and hospitals; there would not be 
bred in our factories a race of stunted, withered children; there would not be, 
as now, a death rate of fifty out of every hundred children; there would not 
be a degeneration of whole generations; there would be no prostitution, or the 
diseases which follow from it; there would no longer be the murder of hundreds 
of thousands in wars; there would not be those horrors of madness and suffering 
which our present science considers as a necessary condition of human life.s 

5 Leo N. Tolstoi, "What Is Art?" pages 290-291. 

Note. — The writer wishes to acknowledge with gratitude the work done by 
Miss French and Miss Curran in preparing the graphs which accompany this 
article. 



DEVELOPMENT OF A NURSING SERVICE IN BRAZIL 
As a natural outgrowth of the public health programme in Brazil the 
National Department of Health is planning to develop a Brazilian nursing service. 
As a part of this plan, Mrs. Ethel Parsons went to Rio de Janeiro in August to 
have charge of the organization of the work. The plans have now been extended 
to include a nurse training school. Louise Kieninger, Superintendent of Christ's 
Hospital, Topeka, Kansas, has been selected for the position of Superintendent 
of Nurses and Director of the Training School in a new government hospital 
now under construction in Rio de Janeiro. Miss Kieninger sailed for Brazil on 
February 2. She was accompanied by Louise Pitz, who was formerly at Ancon 
Hospital, Canal Zone. The plans also include sending several American public 
health nurses. For these positions Johanna J. Schwarte, Agnes Elizabeth Smith 
and Marguerite Cunningham are sailing on February 18; Alice Cooper and Anne 
Shaw in March, and Mrs. Bertie M. Rice in April. 



